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THE REALITY AND SIMPLICITY OF JESUS. 



Among those questions which confront modern Christianity 

one is of first importance : Will the church hold the respect of 

the educated and cultured classes ? There can be 

The Church and no thoroughly Christian leavening of society unless 

the Educated , , , , , , „... _, 

Classes *-" e l ea -ders of thought are Christians, r ranee has 

not yet recovered from Voltaire and the Encyclo- 
paedists. The question is pressing, for although a large propor- 
tion of the undergraduate body of our colleges is composed of 
professed Christians, it is not true that the majority of educated 
men, like lawyers, doctors, architects, and engineers, are to be 
found among the active members of our churches. For some 
reason or other they have lost sympathy with the very institution 
which has made education possible. 

The causes for such a serious condition are very numerous. 
In some cases educated men prefer a course of life which is in 
open violation of even conventional morality, but in far more 
numerous cases their sympathies are altogether with the Christian 
ideals of righteousness. Yet they do not ally themselves with 
the churches, although ready to stand for all that Christians are 
supposed to stand for, except popular theology. 

It is in no spirit of criticism that we venture to think that 
the church itself is at this point neglecting means it has ready 
at hand, and has overemphasized those elements of its teachings 
which, however true, are with difficulty seen to be essential. 
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In one respect, not often noticed, popular evangelical theol- 
ogy is repeating the history of the early Christian centuries : it is 
docetic and gnostic. It is docetic in that, notwith- 
Modern standing its protestations of belief in the genuine 

DOCETICISM 

and Gnosticism humanity of Jesus, it persistently refuses to allow 
him any true place in the great chain of cause and 
effect which makes humanity human, choosing rather to regard 
him as an extra-legal irruption into history ; and it is gnostic in 
that it insists that a man's discovery of correct doctrine is essen- 
tial to his salvation. Both are fundamentally opposed to the 
spirit of the entire literature of the New Testament, and their 
prevalence is in a large degree the explanation of the refusal of 
thinking men to ally themselves with the church. Men trained 
in the laboratory know that continuity is the great charac- 
teristic of life ; men trained in the study know that general- 
izations must always wait upon experience ; men trained in 
the historical seminar know that facts of human life may be 
accepted and made regulative without any sure explanation of 
their origin. When, therefore, Jesus is, so to speak, ex-territo- 
rialized from humanity, and when assent to the generalizations 
of an Augustine or a Calvin or some other teacher is made a 
prerequisite to faith in God and Christ, it is inevitable that such 
dogmatism finds a response chiefly among those who have little 
independence or strength of thought. 

The mistake of neglecting the essential realities of Christi- 
anity can be rectified by a genuine return to the teaching of 

Jesus and his apostles. There one is brought face 
The Return to face ;th rea j ities that no one can disregard, 
a Real Jesus .... 

much less deny. In such a return the critic will 

not replace the priest, but historical study will so sift and guaran- 
tee the gospel records as to make the life of Jesus something 
very real and irresistibly lovable. To hold up to men something 
magical or abstractly theological is to hold up to them as veri- 
table an illusion as ever a second-century docetic imagined. 
Few persons can love truth as they love a truthful man. The 
historical Jesus should never be lost in the Christ of metaphysical 
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theology. Only as we know him to be one with us do we really 
see the God that he reveals, and so come to take him as a Savior. 
A Christology may be true ; but it may not always be important. 
The Christ himself is indispensable. 

But such a study of the historical Jesus leads a man away, not 
only from matters of less importance, but from matters of mere 
The Return to deduction, to those things that are simple and funda- 
the Realities mental in human life. Jesus dealt little with ques- 
of the Teaching tions of speculative theology, and very much with 
f e,u those habits and capacities of the human soul that 

lie back of thought in the very depths of being itself. The chief 
significance of his struggle with the Pharisees lay just here : he 
found them replacing life with rules. One must be instructed to 
know rules, and men cannot let righteousness wait upon knowl- 
edge. There are, however, powers within one that must be exer- 
cised if one is to have spiritual health. They are not the product 
of the education of each individual, but the elements which con- 
stitute the soul with which men begin life. Hunger in the physi- 
cal sphere is a true analogue of faith in the spiritual. Food 
can no more certainly satisfy the one than God the other. 
Religion according to Jesus is simply one aspect of life. In 
itself it is as simple as any other ultimate thing, and no more 
inexplicable. To live with God, not to assent to doctrines, help- 
ful though they may be to the believing soul, is the kernel of 
his thought. Explanations of such life will be as temporary as 
explanations in biology, but no man can undermine this founda- 
tion of Jesus without undermining human nature. He bids men 
to live out their life as they have it, to know their neighbors and 
their God through their own selves, and to live as if their God 
was as real as their neighbors. So to live is to exercise faith. 
It is also to grow strong and serene, sane and hopeful. It is 
spiritually hygienic. Not so to live is spiritual and mental unrest 
and, sooner or later, mental unbalance. And the more one 
knows, the more the horizon of fact enlarges, the more one grows 
ready to follow this teaching of the Master. Life is the only 
criterion of life. There may be misapprehension and consequent 
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skepticism as to the infallibility of the Bible, the Calvinist doctrine 
of decrees, the Athanasian trinity ; but for a person who really 
wants to be good there can be no doubt as to this fundamental 
teaching of Jesus. Why should it not be more vigorously 
preached ? So to simplify theology would be to enlarge the 
powers of the church. 

If it be asked whether the educated classes will be ready to 
accept a theology as simple as that of Jesus, the reply can only 
Will the ' De * nat tne y are already accepting it. Literature 

Church Grow already teems with essays and poems, and even 
as Simple as novels, in which the thought of Jesus is developed 
ws with earnestness and, sometimes, passion. Not 

that all such expositions are inerrant, but that they are genuine 
attempts at translating the thought of Jesus into the vocabulary 
of today. Ecclesiasticism never has monopolized the Christian 
spirit, nor will any denomination be able to win from every man 
an assent to all its elaborations of the elements of religious 
experience. The history of theology is a history of intellectual 
discord ; but the experiences of Christian faith are a prophecy 
of religious unity. 

And thus the question stands : Will the church of Jesus 
Christ recognize the teachings of its founder as sufficient for its 
own constitution and for the requirements of admission to its 
membership ? According to the answer it gives may it hope to 
embrace men of the highest moral and intellectual attainments, 
or expect to see the spirit of Christ express itself in new institu- 
tions in which a real Jesus shall minister to the fundamental 
needs of the religious nature with his own bread of life. 



